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In her mult i-faceted practice—which includes painting, sculpture, conceptual art, 
instal lat ion, and public art—Los Angeles-based art ist Nova Jiang attempts to 
bridge the natural world with the fantastic, teasing uncanny narratives out of a 
wide variety of materials. Many of Jiang’s object-based instal lat ions are made in 
col laboration with special ists from tech and science and rely on viewer 
engagement to activate public spaces. Her painting practice, on the other hand, 
is a sol itary undertaking that draws on older tradit ions of art making, from 
portraiture, to Dutch sti l l  l i fes, to Impressionism and Surreal ism. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, Jiang often quotes art history in her paintings, paying 
homage to some of her most beloved works. Ambassador, for example, is a self-
portrait in which the art ist’s head is bisected by an anamorphic skul l  l i f ted from 
Holbein’s The Ambassadors (the art ist’s favourite painting to visit  in London). 
Other works dance around themes l ike desire, mortal i ty, sexual ity, humor, and the 
rational world, among others. Each is a careful arrangement of images proposed 
to the viewer l ike a mystery wait ing to be solved. 

The works included in this show were created over the past six years, with a ma-
jority painted in 2020. As with many art ists, the stay-at-home order precipitated 
by Covid-19 prevented Jiang from fabricating her sculptures. The art ist retreated 
into her home studio, establ ishing a meditative, dai ly painting practice that 
generated some of her strongest paintings to date. Al l  oi l  on panel, the paintings 
range from just 10 to 20 inches high (25-50 cm.),  an int imate scale that demands 
close looking. To bring about their creation, Jiang staged reference images in 
the studio, arranging sti l l  l i fes to photograph and paint from so as to achieve her 
del iberate real ism. For subjects that didn’t otherwise exist in the world—as with a 
bott le shaped l ike her mother’s head—the art ist models her ideas digital ly, 
outputt ing them as renders she could reference. In this regard, Jiang’s surreal 
composit ions feel eeri ly famil iar. With a quiet, unexpected power, they hold a 
mirror up to everyday l i fe while reveal ing a strange inner world of the art ist’s 
imagining.

Catherine Taft,  Los Angeles, August, 2021 

NOVA JIANG



 

 17 Goulston Street
 London  E1 7TP   (UK)

 +44 (0)  207 247 61 61

Nova Jiang (b. 1985, Dal ian, China) 
l ives and works in Los Angeles. Jiang’s practice often combines new technolo-
gy and tradit ional artmaking techniques in unfamil iar ways, and spans painting, 
sculpture, work on paper, and public art.  Her work is informed by her experience 
as a young immigrant growing up in New Zealand as well  as wider concerns over 
cl imate change and xenophobia. Her paintings juxtapose famil iar elements and 
arrange them in unexpected ways in order to explore the formation of identity and 
our uneasy relat ionships with nature. She has had recent exhibit ions at Honor 
Fraser, Los Angeles; LAXART, Los Angeles; Centre Pompidou, Paris; National Tai-
wan Museum of Fine Arts, Taichung, among other venues. Nova is the recipient of 
Fel lowships from Skowhegan, Eyebeam and Wave Hil l  as well  as major public art 
commissions in Los Angeles, Cambridge (Massachusetts),  Sacramento, Seatt le, 
Charlotte and San Diego. She has presented her work at ICA LA and the Hammer 
Museum.
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